CJB/KBL/LC

June 2009

To Parents/Guardians 

of Yr 13 Students

Dear Parent/Guardian

As we come to the end of your son/daughter’s first year with us, we hope that they have enjoyed the College experience and that their AS examinations went well.  The results will be out on Thursday 22nd August.  As your son/daughter begins their Year 13, I would like to brief you about a number of developments.
Costs of College Buses

For three years now the charge for a College bus pass has been £450 per annum. The average subsidy from the College has been £218 per student making the full cost of a bus pass £668.  The total bus subsidy paid by the College in this year was £242,790.

Because of financial pressures in the current year we will have to increase the price of a College bus pass to £500 for those who pay by direct debit.  Each bus pass will still be subsidised by the college by approximately £180.  The price of the bus pass will be £460 for those who pay the full amount up front in September.

We apologise for the increase but still feel that the cost to the students of using the bus – less than £13 per week – is very good value.  The increase allows us to channel the money previously used for subsidising buses into College resources enjoyed by all students

Arnold Route (Route G)

From September the College will no longer be operating the Arnold bus route.  There are a number of reasons for this decision.  The route is significantly underused with only 16 students currently using it.  The route is also very heavily subsidised at a cost to the college of £27,000 per annum, money which can be put to better use elsewhere within the College.  Research has shown that most students using this route can purchase an NCT under-18 bus pass for £250 per year.  This pass allows them to travel both on public transport and the college link bus to and from the City centre.  Students purchasing this save £250 per annum and also gain greater flexibility.
New Timetable

During these final few weeks we are trialling a new timetable which will be introduced in full in September.  This is intended to allow us to make better use of the space in the college so as to maintain students’ choice of subjects and to deliver new elements of the curriculum such as the International Baccalaureate while accommodating all of the students who want to study here.  Probably the most significant change for students will be the fact that there is no single common lunch break. 
We will be carrying out an evaluation exercise, taking account of students’ views, before the end of term.  The timetable will then be deployed in full for September although we are anticipating the need to make some minor adjustments based on the feedback we receive.

OFSTED Inspection

On 22nd May the College’s Inspection Report was published on the OFSTED website. 

Inspectors had spent two days at the college back in March of this year observing classes and interviewing college governors, managers, teaching and support staff and students. This allowed them to check out judgements they had started to make based on an analysis of the college’s results.

I’m pleased to be able to report that the college was judged to be either good or outstanding in all respects.  Particular highlights included the way we go about meeting our students’ needs and interests and the guidance and support we provide as well as the range and quality of our Enrichment programme, the extra learning opportunities available alongside the A Level courses.  We continue to work to maintain and improve all aspects our service to students.

The full report is available at the following address:

http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/oxedu_reports/download/(id)/108496/(as)/130787_331246.pdf
I hope you find this information helpful and that you have a pleasant and enjoyable summer.
Best wishes

[image: image1.png]



Chris Bradford

Principal

